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Dear Mr Prime Minister:

I want to use this medium to 
say thank you to the High Commis-
sioner of Antigua & Barbuda to the 
court of St. James in London, En-
gland. 

Her Excellency Karen-Mae Hill 
served as the managing director of 
Triumbank & Trust Ltd. She also 
served as the focal point for youth, 
a position she has held for the past 
four years.

Her Excellency has strong fam-
ily ties in the village of New Win-
thorpes in Antigua & Barbuda. 

Her Excellency is directly In-
volved with the Exchange Pro-
gramme between the English clubs 
and some of Antigua & Barbuda’s 
best young cricketers.

I do hope that none of the con-
troversial issues that went on in her 
little village in Antigua & Barbuda 
don’t reach her ears. 

The first thing that was done 
was an unsavoury attempt to stop 
the efforts to help Ms Shawnisha 
Britney Hector to improve the qual-
ity of her game: also the number of 
young males and females who at-
tended the training sessions.

We would have specially invit-
ed Antigua & Barbuda-born Mr. 
Robert Joseph (ex-Kent & Leicester 
player and also a New Winthor-
pes villager) to come to Antigua 
from Australia where he was on a  
coaching assignment to join us here 
in New Winthorpes. The mission 
- to help us with the training and 
coaching. 

Mr. Joseph came to Antigua at a 
time when not much was going on 
for sports even though practicing 
was allowed. He  got involved with 
the programme and ran it for eight 
months. 

I do hope the people who were 
trying to stop the programme 
would find a way to apologize to 
Mr. Joseph and the young people 
who were involved. 

As a result of what was going 
on in New Winthorpes Village at 
that time, representatives from the 
UK came and selected four of the 
young cricketers to go to England.  
I believe that  six youngsters are 
now in England playing and we are 
happy to announce that the cricket-
ers are currently doing very well in 
England. 

One player who has stood out  
above the rest thus far is Demari 
Benta with scores of 143 not out in 
his first  match in England and an 
unbeaten 110 last Saturday. 

Ms. Hector is now back with the 
West Indies Women’s training squad 
and is now  a contracted player with 
Cricket West Indies once more. 

Mr. Joseph is a qualified Lev-
el 3 coach and holds a degree in 
Strength and Conditioning as well.

The programme Robert rolled 
out while he was in Antigua may 
have frightened some people; those 
who are,  or were, in a position to 
do things for the youngsters in An-
tigua during the period when no 
competitive games were played 
due to the COVID-19 protocols. 
They could have utilized the per-

fect time to train and keep them 
occupied - doing something worth-
while, yet they did nothing and 
maybe some of them were afraid of 
being exposed. 

An example would be the high 
performance type of training that 
went on in those eight months 
with the group: every week, at Fort 
James beach at 6:00 am on Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

In addition, there was crick-
et practice Mondays to Thursdays 
with a rest day on Friday, followed 
by simulation practice on Saturday 
and video work every day. Every 
week, each player had to undergo 
an assessment. 

Mr. Prime Minister I’m calling 
on you and by extension the Min-
istry of Sports to try and encourage 
Mr. Robert Joseph to return home 
to Antigua to help with the training 
and coaching of our young cricket-
ers in Antigua & Barbuda. I do be-
lieve he would have visited the Min-
istry of Sports while in Antigua.

Mr. Joseph coaches in England, 
South Africa, Zimbabwe, Namib-
ia and Australia.  Besides, he has 
other degrees in education. He 
would have also worked with the 
Leeward Islands cricket team when 
they were last in Antigua for the 
West Indies Super 50 competition.

In closing, Mr Prime Minister, 
Antigua & Barbuda does not have 
the luxury to not utilise all the re-
sources available to continue de-
veloping and producing players 
for West Indies and international 
recognition.

Let’s hail the work of Robert Joseph
Guest Editorial
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By Ayanna Grey

Former national point guard, 
Carl ‘Bowlie’ Knight has made 
the call for the OECS Sports desk 
to return.

Knight believes that once this 
body is functioning it will help 
to improve the development of 
basketballers within Antigua and 
Barbuda.

The first-ever Sportsman of 
the Year in the 80’s and early 90’s 
competed with the Wadadli Bull-
dogs -Antigua and Barbuda’s 
Senior Men’s basketball team 
and dominated for several years, 
competing in both OECS compe-
titions, Leeward Island competi-
tions and Caribbean basketball 
tournaments.

The return of these tourna-
ments annually is what Knight 
says could aid in the upward 
swing of the sport.

“Listen, when we had the 
OECS Sports desk we had tour-
naments to play in every year. 
Nowadays, you will see a Lee-
ward Island tournament once 
every few years but there are 
not enough tournaments for 
young and upcoming players 
to hone their talent. We cannot 
expect for them to leave from 
school league, play for a club 
in Antigua and Barbuda Bas-
ketball Association league and 
then just make it to the national 
team and play only at the Ca-
ribbean Basketball Champion-
ships. It’s not the best plan,” 
Knight said.

Knight who is also the 
Schools Coordinator within the 
Ministry of Sports also men-
tioned that ABBA needs to im-
plement a national youth pro-
gram.

He noted that there is not 

enough being done locally by 
the association.

In ABBA, there are no youth 
leagues, so you will usually see 
players compete in the third di-
vision but sometimes they are 
playing against guys twice their 
size and age; adding maybe an 
under-19 tournament for both 
maless and female or even an 
under-16 could help greatly. So, 
once you have that league you 
can then begin to draft a youth 
program overall,” Knight ex-
plained.

He says with these leagues 
more players will gravitate to 
the sport after finishing school 
as there will

be more opportunities for 
them. He shared his willingness 
on behalf of the Schools Basket-
ball unit to work alongside the 
association for that youth pro-
gram.
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One of Antigua & Barbuda’s 
promising middle-distance run-
ners is hoping to return home 
for the national championships 
as he sets sights on competing 
in the North American, Central 
American and Caribbean Ath-
letics Association (NACAC) 
Under-23 games in July in Cos-
ta Rica.

While not ruling out the pos-
sibility of qualifying for the To-
kyo Olympic Games late July/
August, Kalique St Jean knows 
if he were to run in the Na-
tionals and get a good time he 
could put himself in prospect 
for a NACAC appearance, and 
hopefully Japan.

The Nationals are carded for 
June 19 & 20 at the newly-refur-
bished YASCO track in St John’s 
before the continental U18 & 
U23 championships - July 9-11 
in San Jose. The Track & Field 
events for the postponed 2020 
Olympics take place from Jul 
30-Aug 8.

St Jean, who is in his second 
year at the University of Sci-
ence & Art of Oklahoma, will 
compete in his school’s national 
championships this month-end 
but only in the relays.

He said his season has been 
“going ok so far.

“I’ve hit some personal best 

so I’m just trying to make it to 
the NACA U23,” he told Sports-
World. “I could hopefully come 
home and run in the Nationals 
if I get to come.”

He is seeking funding to pur-
chase a ticket that would enable 
him to be in Antigua in time 
to quarantine with just over a 
month before the Nationals.

“The ticket is a bit expen-
sive but I’m trying to see if I 
can afford it,” said the 800 and 
1500 metres running athlete 
who also dominated on the 
road scene during his youth 
years.  

In his most recent event 
on May 7, St Jean placed third 
in the Wichita State Shocker 
Open in the 800 metres where 
he clocked 1:56.72, just behind 
the winner, Dawson Crawley 
(1:56.04) and Shadrack Chumba 
(1:56.51).

On April 10, the former 
CARIFTA Games medallist, 
placed fifth at the East Texas In-
vitational in 1:56.15.

In an earlier event, he ran 
1:57.60, his slowest time this 
season.

“I’m trying to go to the 
NACAC U23...that’s why I 
would like to come back home 
to run a good time,” St Jean 
said.
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Young golfers take charge of 
Cedar Valley

Andreina Dela-Cruz, Tyler 
Hughes, Kimberlyn Weath-
erill and Isaiah Ford were all 
in the winners’ circle over the 
weekend as they swung their 
way to the top of the podium 
in the inaugural Antigua and 
Barbuda Union of Teachers 
National Junior Golf Champi-
onship on Sunday.

Playing at Cedar Valley, 
Dela-Cruz was too hot for 
her competitors as she de-
feated both the boys and girls 
in her division, to snatch the 
top prize in the 18-hole con-
test.

Her tally of 89 earned her 
the biggest trophy, ahead 
of runner-up Jaya Isaac and 
Iman Henry.

As for Hughes, he won the 
main trophy in the nine-hole 
event where he outlasted Si-
yolo Joseph and Shreya Gae-
kwad.

Weatherill prevailed in the 
younger category where she 
edged her twin sister Nicole 
who finished as the runner-up 
in the six-hole championship.

The third place prize went 
to Jennah Andrew.

In the three-hole exercise, 

it was Ford who went the dis-
tance, coming home ahead of 
Karishma Rajpal and Aareah 
Smith.

In the long drive contests, 
the victors were Jaya Isaac, 
Nicole Weatherill, Isaiah Ford 
and Lauren Khoury while 
the closest to the pin winners 
were Tiana Payne, Matika 
Singh, Kimberlyn Weatherill 
and Keilah Whynn.

Apart from the A&B 
Union of Teachers, sponsor-
ship for the tournament also 
came from Eighteen Plus One 
Restaurant.



Sunday, May 16, 2021 - Tuesday, May 18, 2021 7

Andreina Dela-CruzIsaiah Ford
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Rhakeem Cornwall 
presents PPE on 

behalf of LSC
West Indies players Rhakeem Cornwall and 

Hayden Walsh Jr as well United States all-rounder 
Karima Gore played ambassadorial roles on behalf 
of Orville Mayers, an ex-Liberta Primary School 
student residing in the United States. Mayers got 
together with his family and some friends to pro-
cure a quantity of COVID-19 personal protective 
equipment (PPEs) which were sent to the Liberta 
Sports Club (LSC) to donate to organisations in the 
community.

LSC president Kenneth Benjamin said the 
school, clinic and the home for the elderly as well 
as the Police will benefit.

“We do hope this is not the last as we will con-
tinue to assist the community with efforts like 
these,” Benjamin said.



Sunday, May 16, 2021 - Tuesday, May 18, 2021 9

Crouch End retain 100% 
start

Tonya Martin has had 
a busy week training with 
all teams and coaching the 
Crouch End Women’s team, 
and the Juniors section 
bring her great enthusiasm 
and passion for the game to 
this key audience. Howev-
er, the May UK weather has 
not looked kindly on her ef-
forts and she has missed out 
this weekend with games 
falling victim to the weath-
er. Hopefully she will have 
more luck next week and 
there are exciting things 
afoot for mid June on which 
we’ll share more in the com-
ing weeks.

For the club, it was an-
other excellent week as 
Crouch End 1st XI main-
tained their excellent (100%) 
start to the MCCL Premier 
Division season win with a 

5 wicket, rain affected, win 
at Hampstead on Saturday. 
The Park Road stalwarts 
restricted former Premier 
Champions to 197ao in 47.5 
overs bowling tight lines 
although Mubasher Hassan 
threatened with top score 70. 
Aparajit  Khurana was the 
pick of the spin attack this 
week with 4-28, ably backed 
by Sejil Ramniclal (2-36), 
and Natim Hassam (2-42). 
Crouch End’s reply began 
swiftly with a quickfire 35 
by Jalpesh Vijay, but Hamp-
stead’s bowlers fought back 
and a 60-3 it looked tight for 
Crouch End. However, an 
important partnership of 42 
between Dhaval Narotam 
and Sandun Dias steadied 
the ship and build momen-
tum again. Despite a rain 
interruption, Natim Hassam 
(29) built a 69 partnership 
with Dias and the optics 

improved as Dias finished 
on 70no with Viren Patel 
(11no) to see the game home 
in the 35th over as Crouch 
End reached their DLS total 
(191 for 5) after a short rain 
break. Next week, Crouch 
End welcome 2019 Premier 
Champions and local neigh-
bours North Middlesex for 
an early season top of the 
table clash with both sides 
seeking to retain their 100% 
starts to the season.

Crouch End 2nd XI 
completed a quick 5 wicket 
win before heavy rain show-
ers fell across the Calthorpe 
ground. Inserting MTSSC, 
Crouch End were quickly 
amongst the wickets with 
Abdul Qadera (3-15) and 
Robin Ramgi (3-13) helping 
to bowl them out for 116 in 
27.1 overs. Rishi Batra con-
tinued his fine form with 
the bat scoring 34, whilst 

23no from Poojan Vyas saw 
Crouch End to 117 for 5 in 
24.2 overs. Next week they 
may a trip to West London 
visiting Harrow Town.

Crouch End 3’s con-
tinued their 100% record 
with a tense five run with at 
their Christ College ground 
against Actonians. Bat-
ting first on a damp wicket 
Crouch End posted 148ao in 
38.1 overs thanks to a spirt-
ed Tom Cuppello, although 
the score looked a little un-
der par despite the difficult 
conditions. With Actonians 
at 101 for 2 that looked the 
case, but with Rahul Hashu 
coming onto bowl to take 
3-19, with skipper Ollie Day 
returning to take a vital 3-45 
which left Actonians short 
in 44.2 overs for Crouch 
End to take all ten points. 
Next week an away trip to 
Brentham beckons for Day’s 
side.

Crouch End 4ths trav-
elled to Enfield and despite 
a very wet wicket at Holt-
white Trinibis, and a poor 
start finding themselves at 
24-3, finally posted 317ao 
in 44 overs. This was due 
to 94 by Ronit Suryakumar, 
a quickfire 53 by Khailesh 
and 49 from Bhavin Ques-
sou. With time of the es-
sence, as the storm clouds 
gathered, Keith Alexanders’ 
side pushed to get through 
the first 20 overs to secure a 
victory on a faster run rate 
by 79 runs with Mangal 
Velji taking 2-9. With hail 
falling, the game ended in 
20 overs with Enfield on 61 
for 3. Next week, Crouch 
End 4ths welcome near 
neighbours Highgate to the 
Christ College ground hop-
ing to continue their win-
ning run.

Tonya keeps-up good showing
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By Colin James

So what a difference a 
change of conditions, an 
adjustment to technique 
and a positive attitude 
makes. Put all together 
and Demari Benta is the 
beneficiary.

The 19-year-old An-
tiguan wicket-keeper 
batsman has adjusted his 
stance to wait on the ball 
a bit longer allied with 
his strokeplay to hammer 
consecutive centuries 
in just two weeks on his 
maiden stint in the En-
glish minor leagues.

Benta hit a superb 110 
not out from just 67 balls 
with 12 fours and two six-
es as Bingham CC raced 

to 269 for three in 36 overs 
after being sent in against 
Ruddington CC who were 
bowled for 126 in 30 overs 
as Bingham romped to a 
143-run win on Saturday in 
the South Nottinghamshire 
Cricket League. 

He said his new ap-
proach to the English con-
ditions is responsible for 
his early success as he fol-

 D
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lowed up his 143 im his maiden game.
“My commitment to batting has been paying 

off,” he told SportsWord. “I have stayed with the ba-
sics; watching the ball and keeping my eyes on the 
ball long enough so if the ball keeps (I can adjust) be-
cause the ball does bounce as much on most pitches 
in England. When the ball is there to hit I hit it.

“When (batting) in Antigua I wasn’t using the 
back-and-across method. Now in England I’ve to 
use it because there are a lot of slow bowlers (so I 
have to change my technique to adapt) because I 
can’t play too early or too late.”

He said opposition bowling has tested him.
“(They) were quite good. I was struck (by a 

bowler) but after that I capitalised. They were good 
but I got the better of today. I batted really well, to 
be honest.”

Benta, batting at four, shared a third-wick-
et stand of 165 with Morgan Smith who struck 72 
from one ball less which contained seven fours and 
two sixes. They took the score from 92 for two to 
257 when Smith was dismissed with Benta unbeaten 
on 98. Opener Tim Snapes had scored 40 off 69 balls 
with seven fours.

Nigel Porter bagged four for 36, David Morris 
three for 37 and Cameroon Good 2/14 as Rudding-
ton CC were bundled out for 126 in 40 overs with 
only Waseem Ahmed making 36.

Benta is one of five young cricketers in England 
under the Antigua Exchange Programme (AEP) 
which is a partnership between the UK High Com-
mission, the Ministry of Sports and clubs they are 
assigned to. 

Another of them, Essan Warner missed a 
half-century by a single playing for Keyworth CC 
as they defeated Hickling CC by two wickets in the 
same league.

Left-hander Warner’s knock eased Keyworth to 
138 for eight in 33 overs in reply to Hickling’s 139 for 
nine, taking one for 16 in seven overs.

Charles Hogg had captured four for 30 in Key-
worth’s innings but Samuel Foster (3/36) and Rob 
Baker (3/34) to restrict the Hickling innings as Mi-
chael Playle hit 37 and Matt Winn made 32. 

Elroy Francis, playing for Grantham CC in the 

Lincolnshire Cricket Board Premier League, could 
not prevent his side from losing by eight runs to 
Bourne CC Lincs.

Francis, batting a no. 7, who compiled 86 in his 
first match, didn’t get among the runs this time as he 
was run out for nought off the lone ball he faced as 
Grantham folded at 145 all out in 31.2 overs chasing 
Bourne’s 153 for eight.

Ben Coddington hit a 69-ball 64 with six fours 
and a six to keep Grantham in the hunt for victory 
but Matthew Kid’s four for 21 and Jack Berry’s thee 
for 21 undermined the chase.

Francis enjoyed a good showing in the field as he 
ran out top-scorer Ben Wright for 38 and conceded 
just 11 runs from his two overs.

Opener Uri Smith, also a member of the Anti-
guan quintet, only made six from 20 balls for Har-
row St Mary’s CC in their total of 148 for seven as 
they lost by three wickets with Acton CC in the Mid-
dlesex County Cricket League,

Smith, scorer  of a half-century in his match, 
could not provide the support to Haris Elhai who 
hit unbeaten 49 and Angus Prevost (30).

Nasir Mehmod hit 39 to spur Acton to their vic-
tory as Smith conceded 21 runs from his two overs.

Bartsman Kadeem Henry, whose stint in En-
gland is part of an arrangement with coach Robert 
Joseph, had a tough debut for Marshfield CC against 
Goatacre CC in the West of England Premier League.

Henry, who opened the innings, hit two bound-
aries in his five-ball nine while Joseph got six as 
Marshfield made 197 all out off 38.5 overs, but it was 
well shore of Goatacre 339 for nine off 45 overs.

Pacer Joseph took three for 43 from nine overs 
but Henry conceded 56 runs in taking two wickets 
in four overs.

Benny Howell cracked 105 from 86 balls with 
12 fours and seven sixes; Bradley Dawson (71 off 63 
balls, 3x4, 8x6) and Jack Haines 54 (37b, 9x4, 1x6).

All the players are expected to be in acton this 
weekend.
WHAT’S YOUR OVERALL GOAL IN CRICKET

My overall goal in cricket is to reach the highest 
level of cricket and to become the best all rounder in 
the world
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BARBADOS TRIDENTS  
ANNOUNCE 2021 RETENTIONS 

 Tridents have eight spots left to fill in 
their squad and the remaining players will 
be announced in the coming weeks. 

 Kailash Pardasani, Barbados Tridents 
Co-CEO, said: “We are really excited to 
welcome back our retained players and es-
pecially look forward to making Barbados 
and all Tridents’ fans very proud in our 
upcoming 2021 season. Our primary driv-
ing factor is the Barbados Tridents family 
which comprises our players, their extend-
ed families and all fans across the globe. 
This together with our love and passion for 
the game of cricket will enable us to bring 
the Hero CPL 2021 title back home as we 
did in 2019.“

The Barbados Tridents have announced 
their retentions for the 2021 Hero Caribbe-
an Premier League which gets under way 
on 28 August in St Kitts & Nevis. 

 The Tridents welcome back the world’s 
number one rated Test all-rounder and 
Tridents’ captain Jason Holder, along with 
fellow Barbadians Shai Hope, Kyle May-
ers, Raymon Reifer, Justin Greaves, Nyeem 
Young and Joshua Bishop.

 In addition to the local playing contin-
gent the Tridents have retained opening 
batsman Johnson Charles and leg spinner 
Hayden Walsh Jr who was player of the 
tournament when the Tridents claimed the 
Hero CPL title in 2019.  
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their squad and the remaining players will 
be announced in the coming weeks. 

 Kailash Pardasani, Barbados Tridents 
Co-CEO, said: “We are really excited to 
welcome back our retained players and es-
pecially look forward to making Barbados 
and all Tridents’ fans very proud in our 
upcoming 2021 season. Our primary driv-
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ed families and all fans across the globe. 
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did in 2019.“

Archer out 
of NZ series

England and Sussex 
seamer Jofra Archer has 
been ruled out of the LV= 
Insurance Test Series against 
New Zealand starting next 
month. 

Archer, who returned to 
action for Sussex in the LV= 

Insurance County Cham-
pionship against Kent this 
week at Hove, only bowled 
five overs in Kent’s second 
innings. He was suffering 
from pain in his right elbow 
when bowling and was un-
able to bowl in the final two 

days of the match. 
The England and Sussex 

medical teams will now seek 
guidance, and Archer will 
see a medical consultant lat-
er this week to determine the 
next course of action on the 
management of his elbow. 
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By Colin James

A worldie of a goal! 
An absolute belter!

What a strike to win 
the English FA Cup, the 
oldest knock-out com-
petition in the world. 

Leicester City’s You-
ri Tielemans stunned 
slight-favourites and 
the more-fancied Chel-
sea with an instinctive 
25-yard drive which 
nestled into the top 
right-hand corner of the 
goal.

It was enough to 
earn the Foxes a historic 
win at Wembley on Sat-
urday as the fans, more-
so Leicester’s, relished 
the return to stadium 
amid the on-going 
COVID-19 pandemic 
restrictions.

The Belgium Inter-
national’s 63rd minute 

scorcher livened-up 
a meandering contest 
with both teams spar-
ring and throwing jabs 
but without landing 
a significant punch. 
Then, Tielemans literal-
ly stepped forward and 
the Chelsea defenders 
backed-off as he picked 
the ball midway into 
the opposition’s half.

Chelsea would 
plead mitigation in 
the defeat as the inter-
ception which led to 
Leicester’s goal struck 
the hand of a player. 
And when the Stamford 
Bridge club thought 
they had equalised at 
the death, the goal was 
disallowed for off-side 
by the video assistant 
referee (VAR).

With 21,000 sup-
porters, the largest at-
tendance since lock-

down, Leicester’s fans 
and their manager, 
Brendan Rodgers, had 
to endure a nail-biting 
closing phase before 
they could celebrate the 
win in their first final 
since 1969.

Leicester’s goal-
keeper Kasper Schme-
ichel produced two 
breathtaking saves to 
deny Chelsea an equal-
iser as they came pour-
ing forward in search of 
an elusive goal.

“I knew we had pre-
pared very well,” said 
Rodgers who narrow-
ly missed out on the 
Premier League title in 
2012/13 when he was 
Liverpool’s manager. 

“The players have 
shown through the sea-
son they can fight, have 
quality and have a de-
sire to win. We were 
playing against the 
Champions League fi-
nalists, with quality and 
the level they have been 
at. But I thought tacti-
cally we were brilliant.”

Thomas Tuchel, 
who will lead Chelsea 
against newly-crowned 
EPL champions, Man-
chester City, in the 
Champions League fi-

nal in two weeks, rue 
the handball incident 
that eventually turned 
the game.

“The players said 
straight away it was a 
handball,” Tuchek said 
referring to the ball 
appearing to hit the 
Leicester player’s hand 
in the build up to the 
goal.

“I’m not an expert 
in handball any more, 
I don’t know when it’s 
handball or not. I don’t 
know any more when 
they need to punish it 
or it’s OK to play with 
the hand.

“We were unlucky 
today. But there’s nev-
er any guarantee you’ll 
end up with a trophy.”

While Leicester is 
celebrating, Chelsea 
would be pondering 
their next two league 
matches as they strive 
for Champions League 
qualification before the 
final as Leicester and 
Liverpool are also in the 
hunt for one of the four 
automatic places with 
champions Man City 
and runners-up Man-
chester United having 
already sewn up two 
spots.

Worldie! goal wins  
Leicester first-ever FA Cup
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GK Alisson sensational  
header spares Liverpool blushes 

Alisson Becker scored 
a 95th-minute header to 
rescue a sensational 2-1 
win for Liverpool against 
West Bromwich Albion.

Hal Robson-Kanu’s 
precise finish gave the 
Baggies a breakthrough 
but the Reds were lev-
el by half-time in the 
Premier League contest 
courtesy of a clinical Mo-

hamed Salah curler from 
20 yards.

Jürgen Klopp’s side hit 
the woodwork, and both 
teams saw goals ruled out 
for offside, with the game 
seemingly destined to end 
in a draw.

But from Liverpool’s 
very last opportunity, 
Alisson went up for a 
corner and met Trent Al-

exander-Arnold’s deliv-
ery with a magnificently 
accurate header into the 
net.

The result means the 
Reds moved to within 
one point of Chelsea and 
three of Leicester City in 
the race for Champions 
League qualification, with 
two fixtures remaining.

(LiverpoolFC website)
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WEST INDIES MEN’S HIGH-PERFORMANCE CAMP 
STARTS IN ST. LUCIA AHEAD OF SA TEST SERIES
— ST JOHN’S, Antigua —The 

Cricket West Indies (CWI) Selec-
tion Panel has named a 30-man 
squad for a three week high-per-
formance red-ball training camp 
in St Lucia, starting Sunday May 
16, in preparation for the upcom-
ing Test Series against South Af-
rica.

The camp provides an op-
portunity for established Test 
and developing players alike to 
sharpen and enhance their red-
ball skills in a high-performance 
environment after a month-long 
break after the Sri Lanka Series.  
The camp will include two ‘best v 
best’ inter-squad matches, as the 
West Indies look ahead to their 
final series in the ICC World Test 
Championship with two Test 

Matches against the Proteas in 
June.

Most players attending have 
been involved in recent West In-
dies Test squads and high-per-
formance camps. A few players, 
however, will be receiving their 
first international training ex-
perience since the beginning of 
the pandemic including Guya-
nese fast bowler Nial Smith, Ja-
maican top-order batsman Paul 
Palmer, Vincentian leg-spinning 
all-rounder Keron Cottoy and St. 
Kitts & Nevis’ left-hand batter, 
Kieran Powell.

Test captain Kraigg Brathwaite 
and fast bowlers Kemar Roach 
and Alzarri Joseph will not be 
attending as they are currently 
competing in the English County 

Championship and will return to 
the West Indies for the Test Se-
ries if selected. Current world #1 
ranked all-rounder Jason Holder 
is being rested due to his work-
load across all formats of the 
game and will arrive in St Lucia 
at the end of the month. 

The squad will arrive in St. 
Lucia and complete the quaran-
tine protocols established by the 
Ministry of Health for the bio-se-
cure environment, before they 
start training led by Head Coach 
Phil Simmons and his team man-
agement unit. Coach Simmons 
said: “This camp is very import-
ant for our preparation for the 
upcoming Test Series against 
South Africa and for the rest of 
our busy and exciting summer.  
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We will continue the work which we begun last year 
in England, to further develop our Test team into a 
force to be reckoned with in world cricket.

We welcome the good news of a rise to sixth in 
the ICC Test Rankings, however, this is just the be-
ginning of our journey and we know we have lots of 
hard work ahead of us.”

CWI’s Director of Cricket, Jimmy Adams, is 
looking forward to the camp as CWI continues its 
investment in and focus on building a high-perfor-
mance environment:

“The pandemic has made it necessary to assem-
ble larger squads during the pre-tour phase to allow 
our preparation to be facilitated within one bio-se-
cure bubble. This has turned into a positive for us by 
creating a much-needed level of focus and intensity 
leading into tours while also allowing for players to 
make a case for selection if they perform well in the 
warm-up games. Given the lack of regional 4-day 
cricket so far this year, these camps have taken on 
even greater importance in our Test match prepa-
rations.”

Cricket West Indies (CWI), in partnership with 
the St. Lucia National Cricket Association, has been 
working closely with the Government and Ministry 
of Health to create a safe bio-secure bubble for the 
players and staff.  Everyone entering the bio-secure 
bubble will undergo two COVID-19 PCR tests prior 
to their arrival in St. Lucia and throughout the dura-
tion of their stay.

The Daren Sammy Cricket Stadium (DSCG) 
will host both Test matches against South Africa, 
the first bilateral cricket that they have played in 
the Caribbean since 2010, with the first Test to be 
played from June 12-16 and the second from June 
18 -22. 
CWI HIGH-PERFORMANCE TRAINING 
SQUAD:
1. Jermaine Blackwood
2. Nkrumah Bonner
3. Darren Bravo

4. Shamarh Brooks
5. John Campbell
6. Roston Chase
7. Rahkeem Cornwall
8. Keron Cottoy
9. Joshua Da Silva
10. Shannon Gabriel
11. Keon Harding
12. Jahmar Hamilton
13. Kavem Hodge
14. Chemar Holder
15. Shai Hope
16. Kyle Mayers
17. Obed McCoy
18. Preston McSween
19. Marquino Mindley
20. Shayne Moseley
21. Paul Palmer
22. Veerasammy Permaul
23. Anderson Phillip
24. Kieran Powell
25. Raymon Reifer
26. Jayden Seales
27. Nial Smith
28. Oshane Thomas
29. Hayden Walsh Jr.
30. Jomel Warrican
TEAM MANAGEMENT UNIT
Head Coach – Phil Simmons
Team Manager – Rawl Lewis
Assistant Coach – Roddy Estwick
Batting Coach – Andre Coley
Fielding Coach – Rayon Griffith
Physiotherapist – Denis Byam
Physiotherapist – Lyndon Knights
Strength & Conditioning Coach – Ronald Rogers
Massage Therapist – Zephyrinus Nicholas
Massage Therapist – Kurlyn Smith-Nicholas
Mental Skills Coach – Donald La Guerre
Media & Content Officer – Dario Barthley
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ST JOHN’S, Antigua - 
Cricket West Indies (CWI) 
has announced an ac-
tion-packed schedule for the 
West Indies Men, featuring 
three consecutive interna-
tional home tours against 
South Africa, Australia and 
Pakistan, from June to Au-
gust 2021.

The Test and T20 Inter-
national (T20I) series against 
the Proteas, rescheduled 
from 2020, will start the In-
ternational summer. The 
world-renowned tourism 
destinations of Saint Lucia 
and Grenada will be the West 
Indies host venues.  South 
Africa are due to arrive at St 
Lucia on June 1 and will play 
two Test matches at The Dar-
en Sammy Cricket Ground, 
followed by five T20Is at the 
Grenada National Crick-
et Stadium from June 26 to 
July 3. CWI is grateful to the 
governments of St Lucia and 
Grenada for agreeing, at rel-
atively short notice, to host 
the touring South Africans. 
This will be the first time 
that South Africa has played 
bilateral cricket in the West 

Indies since 2010.
The July 9 to 24 Australia 

white-ball tour of the West 
Indies will also begin at St 
Lucia’s Daren Sammy Crick-
et Ground hosting five T20Is. 
The Aussies then move on 
to Barbados for three day/
night CG Insurance One 
Day Internationals (ODIs) at 
the world-famous Kensing-
ton Oval. The CG Insurance 
ODIs provide the opportuni-
ty for West Indies to secure 
more points in the ICC ODI 
Super League, as the West 
Indies strive to qualify au-
tomatically for the 2023 ICC 
Cricket World Cup follow-
ing the recent 3-0 victory 
against Sri Lanka. https://
www.icc-cricket.com/crick-
et-world-cup-super-league/
standings

Pakistan is scheduled 
to arrive in Barbados on July 
21 ahead of their five-match 
T20I Series, with the first two 
matches to be played at Kens-
ington Oval before travelling 
to Guyana to play the con-
cluding three T20Is at Guy-
ana’s National Stadium from 
31 July to 3 August.  The 

West Indies and Pakistan 
teams will then travel to Ja-
maica for two back-to-back 
Test matches at Sabina Park 
from August 12 to August 
24 which conclude four days 
prior to the start of the Ca-
ribbean Premier League in St 
Kitts.

This schedule features a 
total of 15 T20Is for the reign-
ing ICC T20 World Champi-
ons, as the West Indies con-
tinue the build-up to their 
title defence at the ICC T20 
World Cup, in October and 
November 2021.

CWI CEO Johnny Grave, 
said: “Following the success-
ful hosting of the all-format 
series against Sri Lanka ear-
lier this year, we are delight-
ed to announce that we are 
set to welcome South Africa, 
Australia and Pakistan to the 
West Indies. To host three 
international teams back-
to-back in five territories is 
unprecedented, and put-
ting these fixtures together 
was an enormous Covid-re-
lated logistical challenge. 
We must thank the visiting 
teams for agreeing to trav-

CWI confirms busy summer home 
schedule for West Indies Men

West Indies to host South Africa, Australia 
and Pakistan in back-to-back visits
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el at this challenging period 
for world cricket and we are 
especially grateful to our re-
gional governments who are 
playing such a vital role in 
partnering with CWI to en-
sure that International Crick-
et can be hosted safely, while 
providing entertainment for 
our loyal fans and income 
for our cricketers and cricket 
communities.”

CWI has also been work-
ing closely with Territo-
rial Cricket Boards, along 
with the Ministry of Health 

and the Ministry of Sport 
in all the host countries, 
to orchestrate all the lo-
gistics and agree the safe-
ty and medical protocols for 
the tour. All players, sup-
port staff and match officials 
will stay, train and play in 
a bio-secure environment, 
with regular COVID-19 PCR 
testing taking place with as-
sistance from Ministries of 
Health and from CARPHA.

It is not yet determined 
whether fans will be able to 
attend matches in person; 

however they will be able to 
follow live on TV in the Ca-
ribbean with Flow Sport, live 
on radio with Vibes FM and 
their partner radio stations 
and via ball-by-ball updates 
and the new live blog in the 
match centre on www.wind-
iescricket.com.

West Indies International 
Home Series Schedule June 
to August 2021

All the match sched-
ules are dependent on final 
agreement with host govern-
ments.
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AUSSIES NAME  
PRELIMINARY SQUAD 
FOR WINDIES TOUR
Cricket Australia has announced a preliminary 23-man 

squad for the upcoming white-ball tour of the West Indies, 
consisting of five Twenty20 internationals and three One-Day 
Internationals, across St. Lucia and Barbados in July 2021. The 
squad includes the IPL players who returned home on May 17 
with the Board of Control for Cricket in India arranging a char-
tered flight for the Australians who had jetted off to Maldives 
after the postponement of the tournament in early May, own-
ing to the rise of COVID-19 cases across the country and in the 
secure IPL bio-bubble.

Marnus Labuschagne, who is currently featuring for Glam-
organ in the county championship, will miss the tour owing to 
constraints around travel from the UK and related quarantine 
procedures.

Preliminary squad: Aaron Finch (c), Ashton Agar, Jason 
Behrendorff, Alex Carey, Pat Cummins, Josh Hazlewood, Moi-
ses Henriques, Mitchell Marsh, Glenn Maxwell, Riley Mere-
dith, Josh Philippe, Kane Richardson, Jhye Richardson, Tan-
veer Sangha, D’Arcy Short, Steve Smith, Mitchell Starc, Marcus 
Stoinis, Mitchell Swepson, Andrew Tye, Matthew Wade, David 
Warner, Adam Zampa.

“This preliminary list gives selectors a solid base from 
which to choose a final touring party in the coming weeks 
while allowing players to prepare,” Trevor Horns, the national 
selector, said. “The Australian men’s T20 squad has the ability 
to match it with any team in the world and the competition for 
places will be fierce, which is exactly what we are looking for.

“The West Indies men’s team has won two of the six T20 
WCs played, including the most recent tournament in India 
and 2016, and this series will provide us with excellent prepa-
ration ahead of the 2021 edition in October and November.”

With the 2021 World Cup set to be hosted on the slow 
pitches of either India or the United Arab Emirates (UAE), a 
host of spinners have got the nod with Ashton Agar (ranked 
three in the ICC T20I rankings) and Adam Zampa (ranked sev-
en) headlining the names. Leg-spinner Mitchell Swepson, who 
was with the Test team during the summer, and Tanveer Sang-
ha, who was part of the white-ball tour of New Zealand, have 
also found a place in the 23-man squad.

“Mitch Swepson has been in exceptional form across all 
three forms of the game. His Big Bash performances with the 
Heat have been superb, as was his bowling for Queensland,” 
Hohns said.

“Tanveer Sanga was extremely impressive for the Thunder 
and we regard him very highly. While he didn’t play in New 
Zealand it was a great opportunity for a young bowler to be 
around the group. Along with the class of Adam and Ashton, 
we are very fortunate to have four highly capable spinners on 
this list.”

Steve Smith, David Warner, Mitchell Starc, Josh Hazle-
wood and Pat Cummins, who were all rested for the white-ball 

series in New Zealand, return and so do Alex Carey and Moises 
Henriques. Josh Phillipe, who made his Australia debut during 
that series, gets another chance to establish his credentials and 
he will jostle with D’Arcy Short for a place when the final squad 
is announced. Matthew Wade, who lost his CA contract earlier 

has been named, has also been named in the squad along with 
Marcus Stoinis and Mitchell Marsh.

“We are very fortunate to have some incredibly dynamic 
batsmen throughout the entire order who can be match-win-
ners on any given day,” Hohns said. “Like all of our players 
we hope they will perform consistently, particularly as we ap-
proach the World Cup,” the national selector said.

Glenn Maxwell, who enjoyed a settled role at the Royal 
Challengers Bangalore (RCB) in the truncated IPL, remains part 
of the squad and the all-round options of Henriques, Marsh 
and Stoinis mean Australia will not miss the absence of Labus-
chagne and Daniel Sams as much. The latter ruled himself out 
of the series on health and wellbeing grounds, a decision that 
found support from the CA.

“All-rounders are such a critical part of the T20 game, 
along with our spinners. As we have seen evolve over time, 
having players able to give the captain more options make the 
team far more adaptable to all situations. We feel we have that 
luxury in this group,” Horns said.

“Anyone who knows Marnus understands he would give 
absolutely anything to play for Australia and he is deeply up-
set to miss out due to circumstances beyond anyone’s control. 
We worked through numerous options in conversations with 
Marnus to find a workable solution but ultimately came to the 
conclusion it was more practical for him to remain in the UK.

“Had we not been in the middle of a global pandemic Mar-
nus would be on this tour as a well-established member and 
important part of the one-day side. It’s an unfortunate circum-
stance of the many challenges the world is facing right now. As 
it stands, Marnus has the opportunity to continue in County 
Cricket and T20 games with Glamorgan as we head into the 
World Cup and home summer.”

Kane Richardson, Andrew Tye, Jhye Richardson, Riley 
Meredith and Jason Behrendorff - who were all part of the IPL 
- complete the pace bowling roster, giving the selectors plenty 
of opportunities to manoeuvre the final squad. “Kane has for a 
long time done such a great job complimenting Pat and Mitch 
in the T20 side. Having the likes of Jhye, Riley, AJ and Josh 
Hazlewood only adds to the overall depth,” Horns concluded.

The final squad is due to depart for the West Indies in late June.
Cricbuzz

“Mitch Swepson has been in exceptional form across all three forms of the game. 
His Big Bash performances with the Heat have been superb, as was his bowling for 

Queensland” - National selector Trevor Hohns. © Getty


